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Application Guidance Notes
Leicestershire’s Got Enterprising Business Talent 2009
Background to the Scheme

The pilot project last year, which was run by LSEP and supported by Skills for Enterprise, highlighted that it had ‘encouraged local people and youngsters to ‘think and behave in a more enterprising manner in all parts of their life’. Young people involved in the pilot project were ‘surprised by what they had achieved in only a day and found the event very motivating’. The trainers and staff involved in the pilot project were reported to have seen a significant shift in attitude and amongst the young people involved.
The project is required in order to raise the profile of enterprise in the local community, and to help to increase confidence in the local economy during the current climate. In addition, it also helps to have some inspirational and motivational people in and around the city that local people can aspire to. 

Leicestershire’s Got Enterprising Business Talent 2009

The University of Leicester, in conjunction with Skills for Enterprise, is looking to fund a series of competitive events. Local community groups and organisations are invited to submit an application to run an event within the City and County seeking to stimulate debate and celebrate enterprise amongst a number of groups, including women and young people. 
Skills for Enterprise will, as part of the larger enterprise events project, deliver a series of awareness-raising events in conjunction with local community and support organizations; at each of these, participants will be invited to pitch their business idea to a panel of business ‘dragons’ – the winner from each of these events will be awarded a small prize of £100 towards their business. It is anticipated that the winners from each of these events will be entered into a Grand Finale event. In the run-up to this each of the finalists will have a dedicated business advisor offering both advice and coaching support to develop their business concept further.
The events are being co-ordinated by Skills for Enterprise (SfE) and should follow the following requirements:

· The events must take place between 27/01/10 and 24/02/10 and be located within Leicestershire.

· The events must be designed for at least one of the beneficiary groups outlined in the application; those events designed to target young people should be for those no younger than 16 years of age.

· Funding is available up to £1500 per event (inclusive of VAT). The tender scoring panel reserves the right to allocate more or less funding for the event if this is deemed appropriate.

· Every individual at the event must complete 12 hours of enterprise capability learning.

· Each event must incorporate a competitive element with participants able to “pitch” their business idea to a panel of judges. This panel should comprise 4 members, of which 2 will be one representative from the University of Leicester and one from SfE.

· Any funding awarded must include a £100 prize fund for the winning idea. This £100 will be retained and presented at the event by The University of Leicester and Skills for Enterprise.
· Payment of the funding will be subject to submitting timely invoices, evaluation forms, case studies, etc. the format of which will be agreed at the outset. Please note, payment is usually made after the event and on receipt of all valid invoices – if this will cause your organisation / group difficulties, please make us aware of this within the email when you submit your application;

· The winners from all the events will be invited to attend a Grand Finale to be held in March, at which an overall winner will be chosen.

· Each winner will be allocated an advisor / mentor to support them in developing their idea and, perhaps, their confidence.

· All successful groups / organisations will be required to attend meetings in which to share best practice and forge alliances and partnerships.

· All successful groups / organisations will be required to recognise the following bodies in their promotion of the events: University of Leicester, Business Link and Skills for Enterprise.

Application and Assessment Process  
1. All applications should be in electronic format with a signed hard copy also provided. These should arrive by 3pm on Wednesday 13th January 2010 and be addressed to:

Bianca De Vido

Skills for Enterprise Limited

4th Floor, 2-4 Colton Street, Leicester, LE1 1QA

(e) bianca.devido@skillsforenterprise.co.uk

2. All applications received by the deadline will be assessed by both the University of Leicester and Skills for Enterprise. 

3. Each application will be assessed according to:

· Being able to promote enterprise and successful in delivering good engagement from the target groups 

· The extent to which it meets the requirements of the scheme 

· The impact which the event will have on the local community / group for which it is designed

· The level of need for public funding.

4. We will let you know the result of your application by email no later than Wednesday 20th January 2010.
5. Please note that organisations may be asked to work collaboratively if required.

Expected Project Outcomes

· Delivery of a range of events targeting the following beneficiaries: young people, women, individuals with a disability, individuals from a black or minority ethnic background, and the unemployed.

· An average participation of around 20 individuals at each event.

· Increased awareness of enterprise as an option.

· Celebrate local enterprise and catalyse debate – deliver 16 local awareness events and produce a minimum of 16 case studies

· Increase confidence in the local economy during the current economic climate

· Inspire potential entrepreneurs

· Forge alliances and partnerships through community development – both for the participants in the events but also for the organizations involved in working together.

· Increased referrals into the Business Link Start Up Service.

· The production of a number of Case Studies to further promote enterprise.
Should you have any queries in relation to this Application process, please contact:

Bianca De Vido on 0116 251 8730 or email bianca.devido@skillsforenterprise.co.uk
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